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Summary:

Of Namibia’s total surface area of 824 300 km², about 70 million hectares are suited for agriculture of which 52% is utilized by cattle farmers and 33% by small stock farmers. Only 1% of the land is arable.  

	
	2004
	2005

	Cattle numbers
	2,336,094
	

	Communal
	1,420,714
	

	Commercial
	915,380
	

	Cattle marketed
	294,721
	377,053

	Local slaughter
	156,788
	166,108

	Live exports-SA 
	137,933
	210,945


The cattle herd numbers approximately 2.3 million. It is a dualistic economy with 915,000 head in the commercial sector and 1.4 million in the communal areas.  In 2004, 295,000 head were marketed commercially and 377,000 in 2005. Namibia’s total annual production of beef (including live animals exported) amounted to 85,000 tons in 2005 (65,000 in 2004) of which approximately 88% was exported in 2005 and 82% in 2004. For the markets of Europe and South Africa boneless cuts are either vacuum-packed and chilled, or frozen.
Live weaner exports to South African feedlots amounted to 211,000 in 2005 and 138,000 in 2004.  A new government proposed weaner scheme is due to kick off on the first of November 2006.  In terms of this scheme, a 30% export duty will be levied on weaners that leave the country alive to end up primarily in South African paddocks.  The new scheme, approved by the Cabinet, aims to add value to Namibian products and better utilize the country’s abattoirs by closing borders for the export of live sheep, goats and cattle.  The proposal is still under consideration.

	Exports
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Products 
	MT, CWE
	
	

	EU- boneless cuts
	11,894
	10,441
	10,658

	SA- cuts
	10,287
	12,580
	13,112

	SA- canned 
	1,472
	3,905
	5,150

	Total
	23,653
	26,926
	28,920

	Live exports CWE
	27,905
	26,226
	44,822

	Total exports
	51,558
	53,152
	73,742

	Total production
	70,820
	64,815
	85,220

	Export/prod. %
	73%
	82%
	88%


European consumers are becoming more discerning and are increasingly demanding the assurance that all food products are naturally produced and of the highest health standards. As part of this, some consumers demand that high standards of animal welfare are maintained and that the entire production process is environmentally friendly. In keeping with these demands, Namibia has introduced a nationwide scheme - FANMEAT - that is at the forefront of ensuring that the highest animal welfare standards are maintained and the production of meat products adhere to environment-friendly principles. In essence, Namibian beef can be traced throughout the marketing chain and the production process - from the farm of origin to the consumer.  The Farm Assured Namibian Meat Scheme (or FANMEAT) was approved by Cabinet in September 1999 and has been phased in since then. 

Livestock traceability has become important for animal disease control and is a critical requirement for marketing of livestock and livestock products. The new traceability scheme for large stock was implemented on the 1st of February 2006. All livestock South of the Veterinary Cordon fence leaving a farm are individually identified by means of an approved ear tag.  First steps were also taken towards the implementation of electronic identification as an option in national cattle identification.

Meatco is the largest meat processor in Namibia. The Corporation has four abattoirs, two of which are approved for export to the European Union (EU) whilst the other two, situated in the northern part of the country are used for the slaughter of animals destined for the South African and other world markets. Meatco also operates a tannery to maximise local value adding of its products.  Meatco's abattoirs utilise new technology to meet high international standards. The corporation is HACCP and ISO9002 certified and the systems ensure that all necessary precautions are taken to guarantee that the product is safe for human consumption.  HACCP is a systematic assessment of all aspects of food safety from raw materials sourcing, processing, and distribution. 

www.nammic.com.na
www.meatco.com.na
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