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Report Highlights:
On June 22, the Ministry of Agriculture confirmed that the lumpy skin disease virus had been detected in one location in the south of Israel. One hundred and ninety infected dairy cows were destroyed. Israeli veterinary services have taken measures to prevent the spread of the disease.  
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Unscheduled Report

Tel Aviv [IS1]

[IS]

On June 22 2006, the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) confirmed an outbreak of lumpy skin disease in the south of Israel (Ein Zurim). On the same day 190 dairy cows were destroyed. The affected farm (295 milking cows, 175 fattening bulls and 135 female calves) was put under quarantine and cattle movement from the farm forbidden. The last case of lumpy skin disease in Israel was reported in September 1989. In January 2006, Egypt reported lumpy skin disease and the Israeli MOA assumes that it later spread to Israel by flies carried by the wind.

Israeli Government Response

- A quarantine was imposed within a 3km radius zone surrounding the identified farm.

- Movement restrictions within a 3 km radius zone of the identified farm.

- Screening for lumpy skin within a 10 km radius zone of the identified farm.

- Ring vaccination within a 3 km radius zone around the identified farm (4,000 animals  

  vaccinated with live attenuated sheep pox vaccine RM65).

- Farms were instructed to intensify spraying against flies and other insects. 

Economically, lumpy skin is a significant cattle disease with high mortality rates of 40 percent or more encountered worldwide. However, the outbreak in Israel was small, and detected at a very early stage. The economic impact was not significant. According to a local newspaper, the Israeli public did not make any changes in its beef and milk consumption.
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