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EU Weekly Roundup and Policy Update is a digest of European agricultural issues.  The topics covered in this report are intended to help inform U.S. government policy officials of European regional, national and international developments as they unfold.  We include breaking news provided by FAS colleagues posted in EU member state countries, and also provide links to more detailed reports and web sites.  

Disclaimer: The information contained herein is compiled from a number of sources, including press releases from the European Commission.  This report therefore does not reflect official views or policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, or of any other U.S. Government department or agency. 
1. BIOTECHNOLOGY:

A. Lamy sets end-June deadline for DOHA round deal WTO - Pascal Lamy set an end-June goal for a tariff- and subsidy-slashing deal in farm and industrial goods, saying hopes for a global trade pact this year rode on the outcome.  Failure to reach an accord in agriculture and manufacturing, seen as the two most difficult areas of the WTO's Doha round, would leave insufficient time to conclude the rest of its work, according to WTO.  Trade ambassadors agreed at the meeting that the chairmen of the farm and industrial goods negotiating committees should aim to present texts to negotiators by the week of June 19.  Ministers would then be invited to Geneva from June 26 for a final push for draft deals in these two crucial areas.  The EU is under pressure to open up its agricultural market to greater competition, something that France and other major farm producers are resisting strongly.  On the other hand, the EU Agriculture Commissioner Mariann Fischer Boel seemed to back EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson – who has indicated in the last couple of weeks that the EU could improve its offer on market access if there is movement from major players.  However, Fischer Boel was keen to underline that the ball was in the U.S. court.  For more on WTO negotiations see GAIN Report E36088 (item 1).
2. AVIAN INFLUENZA:

A. EU surveillance in wild birds presented - The European Commission presented the results of the surveillance in wild birds carried out over the past 10 months at the FAO/OIE International Scientific Conference on Avian Influenza and Wild Birds, which took place in Rome.  Almost 100,000 tests for the H5N1 virus have been carried out on wild birds over the past 10 months.  Between February 2006 and 21 May 2006, 741 cases of highly pathogenic avian influenza have been detected in wild birds in 13 Member States – Greece, Italy, Slovenia, Hungary, Austria, Germany, France, Slovakia, Sweden, Poland, Denmark, Czech Republic and UK.  There have been only four outbreaks of H5N1 avian influenza in domestic poultry in the EU, with only the French outbreak in a commercial turkey flock, and all of these were swiftly eradicated following detection.  No human case of the H5N1 has occurred in the EU.

Markos Kyprianou, Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection, said “Extensive surveillance for avian influenza in wild birds and poultry has been one of the key tools used by the EU to fend off the virus over the past months.  It is a fundamental component in minimizing the introduction and spread of this disease, which poses a serious threat to animal and public health.”  For more on Avian Influenza see E36088 (item 2).
B. World Poultry 2006 conference focuses on AI impact on future global poultry business - The 5th Agra Europe annual conference World Poultry 2006 was held in London on May 23-24, 2006. Speakers presented their analysis and views on future global poultry market developments in view of the global impact of the H5N1 Avian Influenza (AI) and the WTO trade negotiations.  Speakers included experts from the European Commission, FAO, meat industry federations, consultants and representatives from leading meat companies, including Tyson Foods, Sadia, Doux Group, Moy Park.  While an agreement in the WTO Doha round should enhance world poultry trade, the principal conclusion was that the post-AI poultry market would be a different world compared to before the AI outbreak.  It was anticipated that AI was leading to a major consolidation in poultry production, wiping out a lot of the backyard and small scale poultry farming in entire continents, especially Asia.  The Thai experience was seen as exemplary in this.  Thailand was also seen as leading the way in converting to a more processed poultry industry, as it was forced into it by the international export ban on Thai fresh poultry.  U.S. and European industry was looking at processed poultry as a way to improve profitability, while Brazil is making efforts to follow this evolution as well.  A human AI pandemic was considered as hypothetical only, but the consciousness that AI will be around as an animal disease for years to come, led to a shared view that strengthening OIE rules and recognition of regionalization and compartmentalization efforts were critical in limiting wide trade bans as a result of inevitable sporadic AI outbreaks in the future.  See also GAIN E36079, E36070, E36055, E36038.
3. OTHER ISSUES:

A. Opening for improved access for U.S.  Animal By-Products (ABP)- EC suggests discussions regarding problems with Reg. 1774/2002 - In a letter dated May 18, 2006, DG SANCO Deputy Director General Jaana Husu-Kallio replied favorably to a letter from APHIS Dr. John Clifford, dated April 12, 2006, requesting technical discussions between U.S. and EC experts to solve a whole range of issues that have halted U.S. exports of animal by-products as a result of the implementation of EC Regulation 1774/2002 on May 1, 2004.  Ms. Husu-Kallio writes that she has asked the responsible EC experts to fix a technical meeting with their U.S. counterparts to "clarify these issues ASAP."  Ms. Husu-Kallio also welcomed Dr. Clifford's invitation for EC technical experts to visit U.S. industries in the ABP sector to better understand the concerns.  See also GAIN E35192, E35019, E23078.  

B. SANCO issues new safety of food guidelines for chemical contamination - DG SANCO has published a modus operandi for the management of new food safety incidents involving a chemical substance.  This document contains guidelines to reduce the risk of a crisis in the food supply chain after the occurrence of an initial incident involving a chemical substance.  It is meant as a tool for a Member State that has managed an initial incident but has discovered other products with the same chemical substance.  The document provides a guideline in situations such as the Sudan dye contamination in spices and palm oils that occurred some years ago and which triggered different approaches in different Member States.  Information sharing through the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) is part of the proposed procedure to be followed in case of incidence.  The modus operandi covers three situations: chemical substances not covered by any specific legislation, not authorized or prohibited.  It does not apply to products with specific provisions such as limits set in a specific legislation.  This document has been presented to the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health and therefore has been agreed upon by the Member States.  It should provide a uniform guideline for all of the Member States to control an incident involving a chemical substance in food in the most efficient and effective way.  See related issues on GAIN reports E36078 and E35198 (item 5).
RECENT WEBSITE UPDATES (May 25-June 1, 2006)

	Issue
	Link to
	Website

	Feed additives
	Links:

Revision 4 (May 2006)


	http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/feed.html

	Labeling Requirements
	Nutrition labeling:

European Parliament passes new EU rules on nutrition and health claims  

GAIN report E36086 (May 2006)  
	http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/label.html

	Fortified Foods & Food Supplements
	European Parliament passes new EU rules on fortified foods  (GAIN report E36087)


	http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/foodsupplements.html

	Certification:
	EU Certification Guide (new page)
	http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/Certification_Guide.html

	Horticultural Products
	Fruit & Vegetables:

Member State Reports:

Greece: Dried Fruit (GR6006)


	http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/hortireps.html


Recent reports from USEU Brussels, EU Member State and Candidate Country posts:

	Report Number
	Post
	Title
	Date Released

	E36086
	USEU
	European Parliament passes new EU rules on nutrition and health claims 
	05/24/06

	E36087
	USEU
	European Parliament passes new EU rules on fortified foods 
	05/24/06

	E36088
	USEU
	EU Weekly Roundup and Policy Update (Issue 20/2006) 
	05/24/06

	E36082
	USEU
	EU Weekly Roundup and Policy Update (Issue 19/2006) 
	05/24/06

	SW6013
	Stockholm
	Bio-Fuels Annual 
	06/1/06

	FR6027
	Paris
	Monthly Export Prices for Dairy Products - April 2006 
	05/31/06

	IT6025
	Rome
	Limits on Non-commercial Shipments of Plant Materials 
	05/31/06

	GR6006
	Athens
	Greece Dried Fruit Annual 
	05/31/06

	PL6033
	Warsaw
	U.S. Ambassador Pays Courtesy Visit on New Polish Minister of Agriculture 
	05/30/06

	RO6008
	Bucharest
	Oilseeds and Products Annual 
	05/25/06

	RO6011
	Bucharest
	Avian Influenza – Update 
	05/25/06

	PL6032
	Warsaw
	Polish President Signs Ban on the Sale and Registration of Biotech Seeds 
	05/24/06

	These reports can be accessed through our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/ through the FAS website http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp.
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