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MEXICO BLOCKS PROPOSAL FOR BIO-SAFETY LABELING

According to environmental groups, Mexico blocked a proposal that would have required all nations to label food products containing genetically modified organisms at a recent United Nations conference on bio-safety.  Delegates from the 132 countries that have signed the Cartagena Protocol on Bio-safety attended the five-day conference in Curitiba, Brazil (March 13-17, 2006).  The head of the Mexican delegation, Marco Antonio Meraz-Rios, consistently refused to accept any agreement on labeling, the conference’s press office said in a statement.  Organizers said that the only other country supporting Mexico’s position was Paraguay.  “The Mexican position has surprised us.  We hope the country reconsiders,” said Tewolde Berhan Gebre Egziabher of the Ethiopian delegation. The Mexico and Paraguay delegations made no statements.  (Source: El Universal; 03/18/2006)  

US GOVERNMENT FORESEES RECORD IMPORTS OF CORN 

Even without fully liberalized trade, the U.S. government predicted that this year Mexico will import 7.6 MMT of corn, which is 25 percent higher than the volume registered in 2005, and the highest volume since 1985, according to an American Embassy report on the Mexico grain and feed situation.  The document stated that increased imports are the result of greater demand, especially from the feed grain industry, and slower growth in Mexican production. (Source: Reforma: 03/22/2006)

Comercial Mexicana Launches VIP Store Format

Last week Mexican supermarket chain, Comercial Mexicana, launched its latest store format, City Market, in an exclusive neighborhood in Mexico City.  City Market is targeted at executives and high-income consumers. Smaller than regular supermarket, City Market focuses on selective and exclusive products, both domestic and imported, including wines, dairy products, fancy bakery products, seafood, and exotic fruits and vegetables. Prepared foods and TV dinners are also available for the last minute shopper. Additional training was given to store clerks so they can provide suggestions to customers on recipes and food pairings.  The store format is in a testing period, and if proven successful, will be the first of a projected 15 additional stores in the next three years. (REFORMA, MAR.13)

Mexican Elected For Key Position In WTO

Juan Dorantes, long time member of Mexico’s permanent delegation to the World Trade Organization (WTO), was elected president of the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures for the 2006-2007 term.  The SPS agreement is one of the most complicated WTO agreements, and calls for experienced leadership.  Dorantes has over ten years of experience in the Standardization Branch of Mexico’s Ministry for the Economy and was president of the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade Committee in 2003. (UNOMASUNO, MAR. 14)

Antidumping Investigation Against U.S. Rice Continues

Despite the withdrawal of the request by the Mexican Rice Council (CMA) to conduct a dumping investigation against U.S. rice imports, Mexico’s Ministry for the Economy announced that the investigation will continue.  The CMA had requested that the GOM change its strategy against U.S. rice in order to focus the investigation on the subsidies paid to U.S. rice growers, similar to a strategy recently embraced by Uruguay.  (EL FINANCIERO, MAR. 16)

Sugar Growers Will Demand Import Duties On Corn

Manuel Enriquez, vice-president of the National Chamber for the Sugar and Alcohol Industries, announced today that the chamber will request that the GOM impose complementary duties on imported corn destined for fructose production.  This request came after the WTO’s resolution against Mexico’s “soda-tax.”  Enriquez claimed again that competition from the United States is displacing domestic sugar production, with the apparent consent of Mexican authorities. (LA JORNADA, MAR. 17)
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Welcome to Hot Bites from Mexico, a weekly review of issues of interest to the U.S. agricultural community.  The topics covered in this report reflect developments in Mexico that have been garnered during travel around the country, reported in the media, or offered by host country officials and agricultural analysts.  Readers should understand that press articles are included in this report to provide insights into the Mexican "mood" facing U.S. agricultural exporters.  Significant issues will be expanded upon in subsequent reports from this office. 





DISCLAIMER: Any press summary contained herein does NOT reflect USDA’s, the U.S. Embassy’s, or any other U.S. Government agency’s point of view or official policy.
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We are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fas-la.com/mexico" ��http://www.fas-la.com/mexico� or visit our headquarters’ home page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fas.usda.gov" ��http://www.fas.usda.gov� for a complete selection of FAS' worldwide agricultural reporting.
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To reach us at FAS/Mexico: 





AgMexico@usda.gov, � HYPERLINK "mailto:ATOMexico@usda.gov" ��ATOMexico@usda.gov�, or � HYPERLINK "mailto:ATOMonterrey@usda.gov" ��ATOMonterrey@usda.gov� 
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