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Report Highlights:
All U.S. Producers and Exporters should be aware of the final list of provisional maximum residue limits of agricultural chemicals that will be allowed on foods in Japan. The entire list was published in Japanese only on November 29, 2005 and this English version, containing only the new provisional MRLs, was published March 1, 2006.   Please note that this list differs from the Final Draft, which many have already seen.


Includes PSD Changes: No

Includes Trade Matrix: No

Unscheduled Report

Tokyo [JA1]

[JA]

Background

On May 29, 2006 Japan will implement new regulations on residues of agricultural chemicals, feed additives and veterinary drugs (hereinafter referred to as agricultural chemicals) in food.  To implement the new regulation, Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) announced the provisional MRLs for 758 agricultural chemicals on November 29, 2005, in addition to around 10,000 existing official MRLs. Those new provisional MRLs will remain “provisional” until they are reviewed.  After a risk assessment of a provisional MRL is completed, an official MRL can be established. Together the existing MRLs and the provisional MRLs make up the “positive list”.  After the implementation date, foods containing residues exceeding the MRL levels on the positive list will be regarded as violations of the Food Sanitation Law and will be rejected at the port.  After two violations of a particular MRL the entire U.S. industry for that product could be subject to very strict sanctions, which usually include costly testing and lengthy delays at the port.  MHLW established a uniform limit of 0.01 ppm, which will be the maximum allowable limit for combinations of chemicals and commodities that have no official or provisional MRLs.  MHLW also listed 15 chemicals for which no residues may be detected because of high human health risks, and 65 substances used as agricultural chemicals for exemption from the regulation.  MHLW established provisional MRLs on some processed foods besides raw commodities, mainly by adopting the Codex standards.  For residues in processed foods without MRLs, MHLW will use the MRLs of the raw ingredients after taking into consideration things like concentration ratios.  With these new regulations, MHLW will not change its monitoring plan for imported foods, except that each sample will be tested for more residues.  The same number of samples, however, will be taken and there will be no new documentation or data requirements from MHLW after the implementation.  See GAIN 6004 for more background and a more in depth explanation.

English Version of Regulation

On March 1, 2006 MHLW released a provisional English translation of the new law and the related new provisional MRLs that are part of the “positive list”.  The list is available on the internet at the following website: 

http://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/topics/foodsafety/positivelist060228/index.html
Please note that this list differs significantly from the “Request for Comments on the Final Draft of Provisional Maximum Residue Limits for Agricultural Chemicals in Foods, toward the Introduction of the Positive List System”, which was released in June 2005.  The earlier final draft contains both existing MRLs and an earlier incomplete list of proposed provisional MRLs.  The new list released on March 1st contains a complete list of the final Provisional MRLs but does not include the existing MRLs, which are still part of the system.  Please also note that new MRLs approved in the U.S. after this positive list was finalized will not be added unless an application is submitted in Japan. To avoid trade disruptions, applications should be submitted to the U.S. and Japan at the same time. 

An English version of just the Existing MRLs as of 2004 can also be found at the following website:

http://www.ffcr.or.jp/Zaidan/FFCRHOME.nsf/pages/MRLs-n

To our knowledge a combined list of the final Provisional MRLs and existing MRLs does not exist in English, but can be found in Japanese at the following website:

http://www.ffcr.or.jp/Zaidan/FFCRHOME.nsf/pages/MRLs-n
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