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Report Highlights:
The U.S. is still the fourth largest supplier of apples to the UK. With the UK apple harvest in full swing, a number of promotional events and campaigns are in operation to help support the marketing of the domestic crop. However, with limited storage capacity, the UK remains reliant on imports to meet the market demand for apples. U.S. apple exports to the UK increased by 13 percent in the most recent marketing year, despite some changes to phytosanitary issues for third country suppliers. 
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Unscheduled Report

London [UK1]

[UK]

Domestic Apple Promotion

The current UK apple harvest is reported to be benefiting from a variety of promotions. An array of media campaigns and in-store marketing activities has been rolled out to coincide with the increased availability of domestic apples on supermarket shelves. In previous seasons, the UK top fruit industry has been critical of the lack of support offered by the major supermarket chains. However, leading retailers have made commitments to promote British produce. Market leader Tesco is using point of sale materials to flag UK apples in stores. The UK’s third largest supermarket chain, Sainsbury, feature English apples in their latest TV advertising campaign. In addition, a number of local events took place last weekend as part of the National Apple Day celebrations to highlight regional apple heritage at venues across the UK. 

Trade media reports suggest that the visibility of the current promotions has helped to strengthen relationships throughout the supply chain. Although sales figures are not available, there is confidence that the promotional activities will help boost domestic apple sales in both the short and long term. 

Import Reliance Continues

Despite the current coverage given to English apples, the UK remains reliant on imports to meet domestic demand for apples throughout the year. Total imports of apples increased by over 6 percent in MY2004 to 517,558 MT. The key suppliers to the UK are France, South Africa and New Zealand. Collectively, they typically supply approximately two thirds of the apple volume entering the UK. 

The U.S. has traditionally been the fourth largest supplier to the UK market and U.S. apple exports to the UK have increased dramatically over the last two seasons, according to the latest trade data. MY2004 shipments totaled 34,170 MT (the UK marketing year runs from July 1 through June 30). This represents a 13 percent year-on-year increase and is more than 50 percent greater than the volume recorded in MY2002. Shipments in MY2004 were at the highest level since MY1998. 

The relatively high average price of U.S. shipments entering the UK continues to reflect the premium positioning of U.S. apples in UK retail outlets. In value terms, U.S. apple exports to the UK increased by 30 percent in MY2004, generating revenues of $46.1 million for U.S. shippers.  The import share of apples from the U.S. is presented in the chart below. 

Chart: Import Share of Apple Shipments to the United Kingdom by Country in MY2004. Total Imports = US $564 million. Source: World Trade Atlas
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Regulatory Issues 

Since 2004, there have been some changes to entry requirements for apples entering the UK. The current certification requirements and relevant links are summarized below. 

Import Duties:

To calculate import duties for most fruit and vegetables, including apples, the Entry Price System is used. The Tariff indicates a scale of entry prices per 100 Kg net. At the highest point on the scale, the Tariff indicates an ad valorem rate of duty only. As you proceed down the scale specific charges are introduced. Thus the lowest entry price generates the highest specific charge in addition to the ad valorem duty. Contact USDA London for more information. 

Marketing Standards:

The UK conforms to the EU Quality Standards on all fresh produce. Each EU standard prescribes minimum marketing requirements for quality, size, tolerances, presentation and marking. 

The relevant EC legislation and marketing standards for apples and pears are available online at: http://www.defra.gov.uk/hort/hmi/common/standard.htm
Conformity Certificate:

All consignments of produce subject to Marketing Standards that are imported into the UK from countries outside of the European Union are required to have a valid conformity certificate prior to release into free circulation in the EU (EU Regulation 1148/2001). 

The regulations also oblige importers to provide all information necessary for the inspection authority to carry out their checks. The UK has established a system to enable importers to notify the inspection authority via the Internet. This system is known as PEACH and registrations can be made online (http://peach.defra.gov.uk).

Phytosanitary Certification:

Apples require a phytosanitary (“plant health”) certificate to enter the UK. More information is available in the UK Plant Health Guide for Importers and is available online: http://www.defra.gov.uk/planth/publicat/importer/impguide.pdf
Further Information
More detailed information is available in USDA London’s Fresh Deciduous Fruit report for the UK - view online at: http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200509/146130811.pdf
Global Agriculture Information Network
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						World Trade Atlas

						United Kingdom - Imports

						080810 APPLES

						Millions of US Dollars

		Country                  -		MY1997		MY1998		MY1999		MY2000		MY2001		MY2002		MY2003		MY2004

		France		172.2491937405		152.9017608084		112.3569387406		127.5805392588		112.6473687721		147.5553339032		148.1826577624		166.0531667802

		South Africa		79.511275482		75.3962652775		65.0843893387		63.8929227381		63.6502014812		85.2007961772		88.9511330835		114.0222995462

		New Zealand		49.6761399828		65.8439523642		77.6065230581		62.4476999453		66.1801336892		84.6395290886		92.8747961559		81.3020812503

		United States		34.1450595497		34.6543288252		23.5351308133		22.2451420921		25.4264030149		23.5858109721		35.3635587301		46.0970403186		1.3035181405

		Italy		13.5455238296		8.9391090669		19.73160441		16.5756260467		15.0382796261		34.3739285324		29.1701112761		36.5811521175

		Chile		16.5153541698		22.1507932583		15.4160230596		18.9353727091		16.9553260843		17.4339270222		24.3003115414		28.0950649412

		Germany		4.1619486171		5.3105526253		7.6930458765		3.5264968		2.2326314557		7.737377086		15.3910910999		23.3791589284

		Netherlands              -		19.9684080158		20.5529390009		12.3987682701		17.7630743462		9.1088571669		8.2176622998		9.5455654278		14.8934917504

		Brazil		1.7950438521		7.0880200973		8.2181222169		3.3777492888		5.5085895383		7.7350385615		12.1151189439		13.5347398003

		Canada		8.4212621277		6.2614864333		7.953485548		4.5387673519		5.505616441		4.1338903546		5.6540601443		8.6321075655

		Other		14.6379282137		13.4568169147		13.0473404483		17.8238245188		22.4029031043		26.7813442598		27.7285033234		31.4314986898

		Belgium                  -		0		2.4129099661		3.7412684254		2.9118126219		2.165551558		6.275576914		5.0745989887		6.669192065

		Spain                    -		3.6744116477		2.3724779213		2.7021289444		2.0737525788		4.2543480033		3.379901668		2.8332500681		6.4454744546

		China                    -		0.6062567574		0.7464405557		1.0182045716		4.2656389701		6.5913678379		6.9757810769		6.8384034988		6.0304166132

		Austria                  -		0.838706662		0.0847901779		1.3317837597		2.476999791		3.5336388939		3.0194921904		3.6743282795		5.5089536379

		Australia                -		3.2444133762		2.699578185		1.9327616478		4.2361500139		4.4068855756		2.9854238466		4.8511594327		2.9004874947

		Argentina                -		0.6351519411		1.455374303		0.68332661		0.2150969108		0.4032461945		0.8232487221		1.457034587		1.584538394

		Portugal                 -		0.3325306248		0.0012006772		0.0563614856		0.0037061749		0.0868292517		0.7109201722		1.6559234766		1.2836154417

		Ireland                  -		0.7170723933		0.2569633695		0.9620537688		1.0291181327		0.5258545594		1.9710410424		0.7052016222		0.5710124228

		Iran                     -		0.3002215711		0.2106751302		0.245172319		0.1882578272		0.1962058665		0.1518178025		0.219909501		0.13824495

		Uruguay                  -		0.3502610358		0.661794606		0.0920953924		0.0122267754		0		0.2234771889		0.1230953592		0.12611809

		New Caledonia            -		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0.0702565968

		Poland                   -		0		0		0		0.003151882		0.0472536948		0.2173198541		0.0398410328		0.0441495936

		Slovenia                 -		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0.035347463

		Greece                   -		0.1608354691		0		0.1176106736		0.367601104		0		5.28E-05		0.0088865192		0.018846345

		Morocco                  -		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0.0048451275

		Turkey                   -		0		0		0		0.0010507841		0		0.002775126		0.013886046		0

		Slovakia                 -		0		0		0		0		0		0		0.0185637177		0

		Iceland                  -		0		0		0		0		0		0		0.0164764128		0

		India                    -		0		0.0029733731		0.00316875		0		0		0		0		0

		United Kingdom           -		0		0		0		0		0.0158899328		0		0		0

		Denmark                  -		0		0.0740340193		0		0		0.000438123		0		0		0

		Sweden                   -		0.03708614		0		0.00758268		0		0		0		0		0

		Switzerland              -		0		0.2117296483		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Belgium-Luxembourg       -		3.6071528164		2.0337560621		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Cyprus                   -		0		0		0		0		0		0.0111720564		0		0

		Hungary                  -		0		0		0		0.0243139029		0		0.0183710863		0.1486198714		0

		Finland                  -		0.0468801785		0.081294231		0.0307532896		0		0		0.0149726833		0.0493249097		0

		Korea, South             -		0.0038401344		0.0040013385		0.008799728		0.0032286624		0		0		0		0

		Pakistan                 -		0		0.0121479365		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Costa Rica               -		0		0.02241046		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Antigua & Barbuda        -		0		0		0.0279858163		0		0		0		0		0

		Thailand                 -		0.00210483		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Malaysia                 -		0		0		0		0.010320659		0		0		0		0

		Singapore                -		0		0		0		0		0.1140102068		0		0		0

		Saudi Arabia             -		0.0794974536		0.112264954		0.0686582917		0		0.0512681075		0		0		0

		Japan                    -		0.0015051822		0		0.0176242944		0.0013977277		0.0101152986		0		0		0
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