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Report Highlights:
On August 8, 2005, the Secretariat of the Treasury (SHCP) published in the Diario Oficial (Federal Register) a resolution modifying Annex 21 of the 2005 Foreign Trade General Rules authorizing a period of 15 days for exporters to exercise the rights of recourse, without having to pay punitive fines, to correct minor procedural errors or omissions in import and export documentation that do not call into question the authenticity, duration or validity of the documents.

Includes PSD Changes: No

Includes Trade Matrix: No

Unscheduled Report

Mexico [MX1]

[MX]

Introduction:  This report summarizes an official announcement published in Mexico’s Diario Oficial (Federal Register) on August 8, 2005.

Disclaimer:  This summary is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and therefore should not, under any circumstances, be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade interests.  In the event of a discrepancy or discrepancies between this summary and the complete regulation or announcement as published in Spanish, the latter shall prevail.

Title: First Resolution of Modifications to the Rules of General Regulations on Foreign Trade for 2005, and its annexes 1, 4, 10, 18, 21, 22 and 27.

FAS/Mexico’s Executive Summary: On August 8, 2005, in response to a petition from the Office of Agricultural Affairs, the Secretariat of the Treasury (SHCP) published in the Diario Oficial (Federal Register) the First Resolution modifying Annex 21 of the 2005 Foreign Trade General Rules.  The modification of this provision improves and clarifies the rights of recourse made available to exporters in the event that Mexican Customs officials find minor procedural errors, omissions, and/or missing documentation.  Customs will continue to impose fines of up to 70 percent of the value of the shipment in the event that documentation errors are found.  However, this modification provides exporters with a period of 15 days from the day following notification of the act of Administrative Proceedings in Customs Matters (PAMA) to correct any minor procedural errors, provided that the errors do not call into question the authenticity or validity of the documents, without having to pay the established fine.  Previously, exporters had the opportunity to appeal the fines, but no grace period was provided to correct documentation errors.  Exporters should comply with the deadlines established by Customs.  Petitions for extensions or consideration of late submissions will likely be rejected in light of the new grace period.  

Important Dates

Publication Date: 
August 8, 2005.

Effective Date: 
August 9, 2005.
For More Information:

Fax: 011-52-5-208-2115
Email: AgMexico@fas.usda.gov
Internet Connections

FAS Mexico Web Site:  We are available at http://www.fas-la.com or visit headquarter's home page at http://www.fas.usda.gov for a complete selection of FAS' worldwide agricultural reporting.

Useful Mexican Web Sites:  Mexico's equivalent of the Department of Agriculture (SAGARPA) can be found at www.sagarpa.gob.mx and Mexico's equivalent of the Department of the Treasury (SHCP) can be found at www.shcp.gob.mx.  These websites are mentioned for the readers' convenience but USDA does NOT in any way endorse, guarantee the accuracy of, or necessarily concur with the information contained on the mentioned sites.  
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