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The EU Commissioner for the Environment, Mr. Stavros Dimas, met with environmental NGO representatives in Greece in the first week of January.  Their exchange of views encompassed the government of Greece’s record on implementation of EU legislation, views on agricultural biotech, and their struggles with funding.  The meetings took place in the EU Commission Representation Offices in Athens.

Environmental NGO representatives presented themselves and their operational structure and activities in Greece. The key discussions were about implementation and enforcement of EU Environmental legislation, or the lack of these, by the GOG. Most NGOs present shared the comment that there is an incomplete implementation of EU rules concerning the environment.  They focused on waste management, biodiversity and habitat conservation, water quality and management and air pollution issues. They emphasized that the implementation of EU Environmental regulations is in most cases incomplete, incorrect, and/or dramatically delayed. The NGOs gave detailed consideration to the protection of birds, the Mediterranean monk seal and the sea turtle Caretta caretta. Another subject, extensively discussed, was climatic change (global warming) and its impacts on the environment.

NGOs requested that Commissioner S. Dimas work for a more effective implementation of the EU Environmental Regulations in Greece and EU-wide.

In addition, a number of Environmental Organizations have focused on Sustainable Development issues and on better use of EU funds for the Environment. Many participants asked the Commissioner to look into how the EU could fund their Organizations and activities, expressing their inability to continue with essential activities under extremely limited budgets.

Regarding agricultural biotechnology, a number of participants opined that "Greece is an exclusive paradigm, where most Prefecture administrative subdivisions have declared themselves GM–free zones”. Greece is subdivided into 52 Prefectures.

Commissioner S. Dimas thanked NGOs for their presence and the wide spectrum of subjects they brought under discussion. Mr. S. Dimas declared that “among his priority tasks as Commissioner, is the full implementation of EU Environmental legislation, but also the correct information for the public and for organizations involved in environmental matters”. On the GMO issue, Commissioner S. Dimas emphasized that “he follows closely the subject and he is awaiting the conclusions and proposals of the EU Food Safety Scientific Committee, so that he can initiate his proper actions which must target the protection of the Environment and the consumer”.  He promised that, to the extent his obligations and time permit that he will try to meet with Greek Environmental Organizations periodically.

During his stay in Athens Commissioner Dimas, met with Prime Minister K. Karamanlis, Minister of Environment Mr. George Souflias, and Mr. Kalogiannis his Deputy Minister in charge of the Natural Environment issues and biotech, and with other members of the Cabinet. Mr. Dimas discussed the compatibility of new GOG legislative actions and plans with the EU Legislative status and policies, focusing on the Environment and Public Works.
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