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Despite the discovery of Ireland's second vCJD case, beef sales are un-affected.
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Irish health authorities have confirmed that a Dublin hospital is treating a 24-year old male patient for variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD), the human form of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE).  This is Ireland’s second case of the disease; the first was discovered in May 1999.  Unlike the first case that was discovered in a person who had lived in the United Kingdom and moved to Ireland, this case is of a man who always resided in Ireland.  Medical experts noted that since the patient had never undergone surgery and had never given or received blood, it was almost certain that the man contracted the disease from eating BSE-infected beef. The source of this beef has not been determined and could have been of Irish or imported origin.   

The GOI and meat industry associations have moved to re-assure Irish consumers about the safety of Irish beef.  Following news of the case, the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) told the press that strict controls for BSE prevention would continue to be monitored to ensure the protection of consumers.  According to the Irish Food Board (Bord Bia), there have been no significant declines in beef sales, either domestically or from international buyers, since news of this case broke.
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