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Summary:

Canadian honey production in 2003 fell nearly 10% from last year’s level. The sharp decline was due to fewer colonies, heavy winter losses from disease and weather-reduced yields in eastern and western Canada.  The lower production in 2003 is evident in reduced exports of Canadian honey while Canadian imports continue to increase.  Argentina captured more than half of the Canadian import market for fresh honey in the first ten months of 2003.  Popular brand name honey for sale at retail is frequently a blend of Canadian and Argentine honey.   

Production 

According to Statistics Canada, Canadian honey production in 2003 reached 33,566 metric tons, 9.5% below the year earlier revised total of 37,072 metric tons.  The decline was caused by a reduction in the number of colonies, reflecting a severe winter for temperature and disease and lower yields that were the result of a cool, wet spring in eastern Canada and excessively dry conditions in regions of Western Canada.  Quebec’s winter disease losses were so severe that colony numbers dropped by more than half.  The Quebec government announced a C$1.9 million program to assist Quebec beekeepers whose colonies suffered from varroa mite.

Varroa Mite Update:  According to the Canadian Honey Council (CHC), most provinces are reporting fluvalinate tolerant varroa mites (except Nova Scotia, P.E.I. and Saskatchewan). The mites are spreading north from the U.S. border reflecting the natural movement of bees. Winter mortality was the highest on record to start the 2003 honey season.  The CHC claims that the cause of colony death is complex but that it is mainly attributable to the failure of fluvalinate treatment, incomplete or incorrect formic acid treatment and the inability of Canadian beekeepers to obtain supplies of Coumaphos for varroa treatment. 

	Canadian Honey Production

	
	# Beekeepers
	# Colonies
	Production (metric tons)

	
	
	
	

	Average 1998-2002
	9,601
	588,434
	37,513

	2002 Revised
	8,958
	588,485
	37,072

	2003 Prelim.
	8,340
	576,685
	33,566

	

	Source: Statistics Canada 


Trade

Imports

Argentina captured more than half of the Canadian import market for fresh honey in the first ten months of 2003.  Popular brand name honey for sale at retail is frequently a blend of Canadian and Argentine honey.  As shown in the table below, there was a resurgence in imports of Chinese honey in 2003 following the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s recall of imports of Chinese honey last year related to residues of chloramphenicol, a veterinary drug deemed harmful to human health (see CA2140 for background).  Imports of U.S. honey fell moderately in the first ten months of 2003 compared to a year ago, but remained above the previous three-year average.  For 2004, Canadian honey industry factors dealing with colony numbers and commercial blending practices point to a continued trend to rising imports.


Exports

Total Canadian honey exports in the January to October period of 2003 declined 37% from  the comparable period a year ago reflecting a combination of the lower domestic crop, a rapidly appreciating Canadian dollar, and reduced demand for Canadian honey in the United States, Canada’s number one market for honey exports.  


Live Bee Import Ban

Canada has imposed an import ban on live bees from the continental United States since 1987 under the Honeybee Importation Prohibition Regulations.  Imports from Hawaii are permitted.  In August 2000, the ban was extended to December 31, 2004.  Bees from the continental US are not permitted into the country because of the presence in the U.S. of treatment‑resistant Varroa mites and other pests that are deemed by Canada’s animal health authorities to pose a danger to the health of bee colonies in Canada.

Tariffs

Canada applies no import tariffs to honey.

tc \l97 "Canada applies no import tariffs to honey.
Honey Regulations
Quality standards, packaging and labeling requirements for honey are laid out in the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s Honey Regulations.  The full text of the honey regulations is available at: http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/reg/rege.shtml

Container Sizes

Canadian honey regulations stipulate the following metric sizes for domestic or imported honey:  any net weight up to 150 grams, 250 grams, 375 grams, 500 grams, 750 grams, 1 kg, 1.5 kg, 2kg, 3kg, and 5 kg.  For bulk containers: 7 kg, 15kg, 30 kg, or any larger container where net weight is a multiple of 1 kg.

U.S. honey cannot meet Canada #1 or #2 grade if it contains foreign material that would be retained on a U.S. National Bureau of Standards 60 mesh screen.  U.S. exporters marketing liquid honey containing a piece of honeycomb in the jar should note this restriction.  Exports to Canada must be accompanied by an import declaration filled out by the shipper and the importer is responsible for inspection fees.  Copies of the import declaration are available from the Dairy, Fruit & Vegetable Division, Canadian Food Inspection Agency, telephone, (613) 225-2342.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITEtc \l1 "VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  The FAS/Ottawa website is now accessible through the U.S. Embassy homepage.  To view the website, log onto www.usembassycanada.gov; click on Embassy Ottawa offices, then Foreign Agricultural Service.  The FAS/Ottawa office can be reached via e‑mail at: info@usda‑canada.com
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		25		United Kingdom		0.0009044884		0.0033942033		0.0075912926		123.65								26		Romania		0.003003005		0.0022295289		0.0066319369		0.07		0.02		0.04		197.46

		26		Croatia		0.0005173084		0.0042280644		0.0039074851		-7.58								27		India		0.0052742249		0.0051848929		0.0064108194		0.12		0.05		0.04		23.64

		27		Austria		0.0050840785		0.0035747345		0.0054259057		51.78								28		Malaysia		0.0012434202		0.0006436927		0.0055600938		0.03		0.01		0.04		763.78

		28		Iran		0.043160082		0.0090363943		0.0039045716		-56.79								29		Spain		0.0021337553		0.0006096324		0.0043562139		0.05		0.01		0.03		614.56

		29		Turkey		0.0032395551		0.0072004094		0.0032026052		-55.52								30		Hong Kong		0.0058772936		0		0.0034158965		0.13		0		0.02		0

		30		Portugal		0.0011016704		0.0064209567		0.0019012182		-70.39								31		Portugal		0.0064209567		0.0019012182		0.0031280103		0.15		0.02		0.02		64.53

		31		Mexico		0.0242400705		0		0.0032354538		0								32		Austria		0.0035747345		0.0041010568		0.0030612836		0.08		0.04		0.02		-25.35

		32		Pakistan		0.0014895947		0		0.0009931418		0								33		Germany		0.0149521728		0.0345677129		0.0022094404		0.34		0.3		0.01		-93.61

		33		Egypt		0		0		0.0008609052		0								34		Belgium		0		0.0003651967		0.0019360355		0		0		0.01		430.13

		34		Guyana		0		0.000433145		0.0005644282		30.31								35		Moldova		0		0.0258219657		0.0014830673		0		0.23		0.01		-94.26

		35		Malaysia		0.0006248768		0.0012434202		0.0006436927		-48.23								36		Pakistan		0		0.0009931418		0.0013074532		0		0.01		0.01		31.65

		36		Belgium		0		0		0.0008061766		0								37		Mexico		0		0.0030109653		0.0003840901		0		0.03		0		-87.24

		37		Sri Lanka		9.63E-05		0		0.0008997773		0								38		Bulgaria		0.012682103		0.0113520511		0.0003682622		0.29		0.1		0		-96.76

		38		Spain		0.0020349641		0.0021337553		0.0006229955		-70.8								39		Ukraine		0.0001456755		0		0.000347862		0		0		0		0

		39		Russia		0.00451752		0.0002121534		0.0003974148		87.32								40		Paraguay		0		0		0.0002363389		0		0		0		0

		40		St. Kitts & Nevis		0		0		0.0002141952		0								41		Indonesia		0		3.43E-05		0.0001031297		0		0		0		200.75

		41		Lebanon		0		0.0009653707		0.0001190401		-87.67								42		Tunisia		0		0		3.03E-05		0		0		0		0

		42		Saudi Arabia		0.0006592765		0		0.0001514477		0								43		Fiji		0		0.0001375158		1.36E-05		0		0		0		-90.09

		43		Fiji		0		0		0.0001375158		0								44		Uruguay		0		0.0261893282		1.17E-05		0		0.23		0		-99.96

		44		Dominican Republic		0		0		6.67E-05		0								45		Canada		0.0054276252		0.0400606939		6.60E-06		0.12		0.35		0		-99.98

		45		Poland		0.0021916707		0.0038001584		5.04E-05		-98.67								46		Venezuela		0		0		3.62E-06		0		0		0		0

		46		Indonesia		0		0		3.43E-05		0								47		Peru		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		47		Uzbekistan		0		0		1.27E-06		0								48		Bermuda		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		48		Cyprus		0		0		0		0								49		Guyana		0.000433145		0		0		0.01		0		0		0

		49		United Arab Emirates		0.0002519022		0		0		0								50		Jamaica		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		50		Ukraine		0		0.0016172243		0		-100								51		Cayman Islands		3.59E-05		0		0		0		0		0		0

		51		Slovenia		0		0		0		0								52		St. Kitts & Nevis		0		0.0002141952		0		0		0		0		-100

		52		Syria		0		0		0		0								53		Dominican Republic		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		53		Yemen		0		3.02E-05		0		-100								54		El Salvador		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		54		Czech Republic		3.77E-05		0.0003286686		0		-100								55		Guatemala		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		55		Netherlands		0.0003968723		2.05E-05		0		-100								56		Nicaragua		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		56		Sweden		9.27E-05		6.94E-05		0		-100								57		Japan		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		57		Denmark		0		2.55E-06		0		-100								58		Korea, South		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		58		Japan		0		0		0		0								59		Philippines		0.0007656414		0		0		0.02		0		0		0

		59		Korea, South		6.81E-06		0		0		0								60		Nigeria		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		60		Philippines		0		0.0007656414		0		-100								61		South Africa		0.0071296641		0		0		0.16		0		0		0

		61		Hong Kong		0.0060070887		0.0226368578		0		-100								62		Cote d'Ivoire		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		62		Nigeria		2.07E-06		0		0		0								63		Morocco		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		63		South Africa		0.0006035878		0.0071296641		0		-100								64		Sri Lanka		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		64		Cote d'Ivoire		0		0		0		0								65		Denmark		2.55E-06		0		0		0		0		0		0

		65		Morocco		0.0001330481		0		0		0								66		Czech Republic		0.0003286686		0		0		0.01		0		0		0

		66		Tunisia		0		0		0		0								67		Netherlands		2.05E-05		0		0		0		0		0		0

		67		Jamaica		0		0		0		0								68		Sweden		6.94E-05		0		0		0		0		0		0

		68		Cayman Islands		0		3.59E-05		0		-100								69		Yugoslavia		0		0.0079729749		0		0		0.07		0		-100

		69		Cuba		0		0		0		0								70		Uzbekistan		0		1.27E-06		0		0		0		0		-100

		70		El Salvador		0		0		0		0								71		Cyprus		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		71		Guatemala		0		0		0		0								72		United Arab Emirates		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		72		Nicaragua		0		0		0		0								73		Jordan		0		0.0125500633		0		0		0.11		0		-100

		73		Paraguay		0		0		0		0								74		Lebanon		0.0009653707		0.0001190401		0		0.02		0		0		-100

		74		Peru		0		0		0		0								75		Syria		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		75		Venezuela		0		0		0		0								76		Yemen		3.02E-05		0		0		0		0		0		0

		76		Bermuda		0		0		0		0								Source of Data: Statistics Canada

		Source of Data: Statistics Canada
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		Canadian Honey Exports by Calendar Year																1000				World Trade Atlas

		with Jan - Oct 2003 and 2002 comparison																				Canada - Exports -Domestic-

		Units:  $ US millions																				0409 HONEY, NATURAL

		HS0409																				Quantity

										Jan-Oct		Jan-Oct		% chng								January - October

				2000		2001		2002		2002		2003		03/02												% Change

																		Rank		Country		- KGM - 2002		- KGM - 2003		- 03/02 -

		-- The World --		15,297		12,691		21,922		17,977		11,393		-37%				0		-- The World --		17976538		11393407		-36.62

		United States		12,960		10,564		19,614		16,091		10,259		-36%				1		United States		16091453		10258626		-36.25

		Germany		1,352		889		971		906		635		-30%				2		Germany		905751		634713		-29.92

		Japan		301		446		468		288		229		-21%				3		Japan		287675		228533		-20.56

		United Kingdom		264		321		408		326		83		-74%				4		United Kingdom		326184		83443		-74.42

		Bahamas		- 0		10		6		4		41		861%

		Barbados		- 0		13		18		17		31		87%

		All Others		- 0		- 0		- 0		- 0		- 0		- 0

		Source:  Derived from World Trade Atlas

		China		0		0		103712										5		Bahamas		4246		40818		861.33

		Denmark		120885		42236		82050										6		Barbados		16564		30930		86.73

		Netherlands		62057		2857		43436										7		France		20308		28337		39.54

		Ireland		0		50879		42161										8		Moldova		0		18262		0

		France		168250		144123		39459										9		Ireland		42161		18168		-56.91

		Venezuela		0		39401		21738										10		Belgium		0		16245		0

		Georgia		0		0		20480										11		Taiwan		0		10284		0

		Thailand		0		0		20090										12		Sweden		4877		9571		96.25

																		13		Australia		0		3691		0

		United Arab Emirates		0		0		16213										14		Bermuda		10894		3543		-67.48

		Bermuda		8154		4781		10894										15		Hong Kong		0		3394		0

		Jordan		0		0		10538										16		Israel		0		2500		0

		Sweden		20480		0		9753										17		Mexico		0		1013		0

																		18		St. Pierre & Miquelon		0		563		0

		Korea, South		0		0		4505										19		Guyana		0		491		0

		Switzerland		0		0		3000										20		Netherlands Antilles		272		274		0.74

		Hong Kong		0		57616		2590										21		Kuwait		0		8		0

		Lebanon		0		0		2520										22		Jordan		10538		0		-100

		Philippines		0		0		2025										23		Lebanon		2520		0		-100

		Netherlands Antilles		0		0		272										24		Libya		0		0		0

		Virgin Islands (British)		0		0		0										25		Turkey		0		0		0

		St. Lucia		0		0		0										26		Switzerland		3000		0		-100

		Mexico		0		0		0										27		Georgia		20480		0		-100

		Australia		0		0		0										28		Qatar		0		0		0

		Guyana		0		0		0										29		United Arab Emirates		0		0		0

		Colombia		0		0		0										30		Iran		0		0		0

		Taiwan		0		0		0										31		Denmark		82050		0		-100

		South Africa		0		0		0										32		Italy		0		0		0

		British Indian Ocean Terr		0		0		0										33		Netherlands		0		0		0

		Algeria		0		0		0										34		Virgin Islands (British)		0		0		0

		India		0		0		0										35		St. Lucia		0		0		0

		Pakistan		0		36470		0										36		Colombia		0		0		0

		Israel		19825		0		0										37		Venezuela		21738		0		-100

		Kuwait		0		0		0										38		South Africa		0		0		0

		Libya		0		0		0										39		British Indian Ocean Terr		0		0		0

		Turkey		0		0		0										40		Algeria		0		0		0

		Moldova		0		0		0										41		India		0		0		0

		Qatar		0		1000		0										42		Pakistan		0		0		0

		Iran		0		6200		0										43		China		103712		0		-100

		Italy		0		0		0										44		Korea, South		0		0		0

		St. Pierre & Miquelon		0		0		0										45		Philippines		2025		0		-100

		Belgium		20066		61679		0										46		Thailand		20090		0		-100

																		Source of Data: Statistics Canada
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		Canadian Honey Exports by Calendar Year																						World Trade Atlas

		with Jan - Oct 2003 and 2002 comparison																						Canada - Exports -Domestic-

		Units:  $ US millions																						0409 HONEY, NATURAL

		HS0409

										Jan-Oct		Jan-Oct		% chng										Millions of US Dollars

				2000		2001		2002		2002		2003		03/02										January - October

																												% Change

																		Rank		Country		2001		2002		2003		- 03/02 -

		-- The World --		20.9058790339		20.9452606501		55.8456270167										0		-- The World --		14.9127971575		42.1066159845		39.2527004082		-6.78

		United States		17.77692457		17.849344977		51.2878548032										1		United States		12.4195729194		38.8442032398		36.0484493839		-7.2

		Germany		1.8009053549		1.2395344189		1.6180784901										2		Germany		1.0047979608		1.4493452458		1.6543584806		14.15

		Japan		0.4584656144		0.6634840092		1.2813698276										3		Japan		0.5674018589		0.6602384156		0.7538193529		14.17

		United Kingdom		0.3033000413		0.4493791993		0.8738360173										4		United Kingdom		0.3376970238		0.5903391268		0.2907668259		-50.75

		China		0		0		0.1121022834										5		Bahamas		0.0248652127		0.006812385		0.0756968675		1,011.17

		Denmark		0.1512098525		0.0695604256		0.1420215084										6		Barbados		0.02325929		0.0341742969		0.1036640957		203.34

		Netherlands		0.0803623712		0.0038003547		0.096983483										7		France		0.2166692488		0.0412891137		0.0973773095		135.84

		Ireland		0		0.0819332829		0.0885500448										8		Moldova		0		0		0.028968208		0

		France		0.2439801688		0.2451719091		0.108025989										9		Ireland		0.0236060724		0.0885500448		0.0476620774		-46.17

		Venezuela		0		0.0456229522		0.0257648309										10		Belgium		0.0868027911		0		0.0637976876		0

		Georgia		0		0		0.0262801013										11		Taiwan		0		0		0.0254614351		0

		Thailand		0		0		0.01394407										12		Sweden		0		0.0082674676		0.0272244348		229.3

		Barbados		0		0.02325929		0.0409633519										13		Australia		0		0		0.0095615369		0

		United Arab Emirates		0		0		0.0216652879										14		Bermuda		0.0064650673		0.0164620083		0.0113901917		-30.81

		Bermuda		0.0115282765		0.0064650673		0.0164620083										15		Hong Kong		0.0860205937		0		0.0074920484		0

		Jordan		0		0		0.0331549666										16		Israel		0		0		0.0026892502		0

		Sweden		0.0280066718		0		0.0204946391										17		Mexico		0		0		0.0013799144		0

		Bahamas		0		0.0248652127		0.0148522799										18		St. Pierre & Miquelon		0		0		0.0010536285		0

		Korea, South		0		0		0.0060676031										19		Guyana		0		0		0.0010413235		0

		Switzerland		0		0		0.0041875516										20		Netherlands Antilles		0		0.0008174905		0.0008311617		1.67

		Hong Kong		0		0.0860205937		0.0034885511										21		Kuwait		0		0		1.52E-05		0

		Lebanon		0		0		0.003357655										22		Jordan		0		0.0331549666		0		-100

		Philippines		0		0		0.0053041825										23		Lebanon		0		0.003357655		0		-100

		Netherlands Antilles		0		0		0.0008174905										24		Libya		0		0		0		0

		Virgin Islands (British)		0		0		0										25		Turkey		0		0		0		0

		St. Lucia		0		0		0										26		Switzerland		0		0.0041875516		0		-100

		Mexico		0		0		0										27		Georgia		0		0.0262801013		0		-100

		Australia		0		0		0										28		Qatar		0.0013400089		0		0		0

		Guyana		0		0		0										29		United Arab Emirates		0		0		0		0

		Colombia		0		0		0										30		Iran		0.015		0		0		0

		Taiwan		0		0		0										31		Denmark		0		0.1420215084		0		-100

		South Africa		0		0		0										32		Italy		0		0		0		0

		British Indian Ocean Terr		0		0		0										33		Netherlands		0		0		0		0

		Algeria		0		0		0										34		Virgin Islands (British)		0		0		0		0

		India		0		0		0										35		St. Lucia		0		0		0		0

		Pakistan		0		0.0536761574		0										36		Colombia		0		0		0		0

		Israel		0.0248044239		0		0										37		Venezuela		0.0456229522		0.0257648309		0		-100

		Kuwait		0		0		0										38		South Africa		0		0		0		0

		Libya		0		0		0										39		British Indian Ocean Terr		0		0		0		0

		Turkey		0		0		0										40		Algeria		0		0		0		0

		Moldova		0		0		0										41		India		0		0		0		0

		Qatar		0		0.0013400089		0										42		Pakistan		0.0536761574		0		0		0

		Iran		0		0.015		0										43		China		0		0.1121022834		0		-100

		Italy		0		0		0										44		Korea, South		0		0		0		0

		St. Pierre & Miquelon		0		0		0										45		Philippines		0		0.0053041825		0		-100

		Belgium		0.0263916885		0.0868027911		0										46		Thailand		0		0.01394407		0		-100

																		Source of Data: Statistics Canada
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