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Report Highlights:
Japan invited embassies to comment on new rule prohibiting the sale of meat derived from diseased livestock and poultry.  The deadline for comments is November 12, 2003.  This proposal will be submitted to the WTO for a further opportunity for comments.  Japan also provided information on import restriction on lamb and goat for the measure against BSE.
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Includes Trade Matrix: No

Unscheduled Report

Tokyo [JA1]

[JA]

The Ministry of Labor, Health and Welfare (MHLW) invited foreign Embassies in Tokyo today to comment on the proposals.  Foreign governments have until November 12, 2003 to comment, for prohibition of sale of meat derived from diseased livestock and poultry.  MHLW will open the proposal to comments from a wider audience and notify the WTO SPS Committee before final review and adoption.  The other regulation, import restriction of the mutton, etc. for the measure against BSE, is not subject to the comment.
All interested parties are encouraged to send their comments well before the deadline for consideration by Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA.  The office responsible for the comments is as follows:
Roseanne Freese
Food Safety and Technical Services
International Trade Policy division

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
Fax: 202-690-0677
Email: fstsd@fas.usda.gov
Following are the document distributed by MHLW.

(Begin document)

Amendment of Food Sanitation Law Enforcement Regulations Concerning Prohibition of Sale of Meat Derived from Diseased Livestock and Poultry

November 5, 2003

Department of Food Safety

Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare

Outline (draft)

Taking into account the relevant Codex standard, to secure the safety of meat, bone, viscus, or blood of livestock and poultry, Food Sanitation Law Enforcement Regulations will be amended that some animal infectious diseases based on the “Animal Infectious Diseases Control Law” are added to the list of diseases to be prohibited (a) to sell as food, and (b) to handle, process, use, prepare, store, display, or import with intent to sell.

Schedule

Deadline for submission of comments: November 12, 2003

Notification of Measures to WTO (November 2003)

Reference Codex Standards:

ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/ccmph9/mh03_04e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/standard/en/CXP_041e.pdf
List of Animal diseases to be examined

Vesicular stomatitis, Rift Valley fever, African horse sickness, Bluetongue, Akabane disease, Malignant catarrhal fever, Chuzan disease, Lumpy skin disease, Bovine viral diarrhea-mucosal disease, Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis, Aino virus infection, Ibaraki disease, Bovine popular stomatitis, Bovine ephemeral fever, Melioidosis, Bovine genital campylobacteriosis, Trichomoniasis, Neosporosis, Hypodermosis, Nipah virus infection, Equine influenza, Equine viral arterists, Equine rhinopneumonitis, Equine morvillivirus, Horse pox, Contagious equine metritis, Equine paratyphoid, Peste de petis ruminants, Contagious ecthyma, Nairobi sheep disease, Maedi-visna, Contagious agalactia, Enzootic ovine abortion, Mange, Caprine arthritis-encephalomyelitis, Contagious caprine pleuropneumonia, Aujeszky’s disease, Transmissible gastroenteritis, Porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis, Porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome, Vesicular Exanthema of swine, Porcine epidemic diarrhea, Atrophic rhinitis, Swine dysentery, Brucellosis, Tuberculosis, Johne’s disease, Equine infectious anemia, Avian influenza, Infectious bursal disease, Avian mycoplasmosis, Chicken leucosytozoonosis, Duck hepatitis, Duck virus enteritis, Fowl Pox, Infectious bronchitis, Infectious laryngotrachitis.

The Import Restriction of the Mutton, etc. for the Measure Against BSE
November 5, 2003

Department of Food Safety

Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare

BACKGROUND

Although scrapie is the disease of sheep known for many years, this disease is made epidemiological without relation to CJD.

However, in the countries by which BSE and scrapie have been identified, it is pointed out that BSE may be contained in scrapie of sheep and goat.

THE MEASURE BY PRESENT

Surveillance in sheep and goat slaughtered

The MHLW has carried out TSE testing (Western blotting) in national reference laboratories for sheep and goat over 12 months of age.

Removal of SRM

All slaughter houses have voluntary removed and incinerated the skull (excluding tongue and cheek meat), the spinal cord and the placenta of sheep and goat aged over 12 months, and the tonsils, the spleen and the large and small intestine of sheep and goat of all aged since April 1, 2002.

THE PROPOSAL OF A MEASURE

Domestic

Abattoir Law Enforcement Regulations will be amended that SRM of sheep and goat shall be removed and incinerated.

Import

Mutton, etc. will be banned to import from the countries with occurrence of BSE. 

(End document)
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