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THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL MONITOR  IMPORTS FROM NAFTA COUNTRIES

The Secretariat of Budget announced in the Diario Oficial (Federal Register) on December 30, 2002, the 2003 Fiscal Budget Law that will be in effect as of January 1, 2003.  As expected, the law indicates that the Federal Government will monitor the flow of imports from the United States and Canada for following products: Bacon 0209.00.01 and 0209.00.99; Pork and Poultry lard 1501.00.01; Barley 1003.00.02 and 1003.00.99; Poultry meat products 01.05, 0207.11.01, 0207.12.01, 0207.32.01, 0207.33.01, 0207.24.01, 02.25.01; Poultry for processing 0207.13.01, 0207.14.01, 0207.26.01, 0207.06.99, 0207.27.01, 0207.27.99; Ham, pork shoulder and pork cuts 0203.12.01, 0203.22.01; Potatoes 0701.90.99; chicken frames 0207.26.02, 0207.27.03.  The executive branch will provide a monthly report to the Congress concerning the status of imports for these products.  If imports increase relative to previous years in a way that could be perceived as causing damage to the domestic industry, the executive will initiate immediately safeguard investigations according to the Foreign Trade Law.  (Source:  Diario Oficial 12/30/02)

GOVERNMENT FORMS AGRICULTURAL WORKING GROUPS, FARM GROUPS AGREE NOT TO BLOCK THE BORDER

The Federal Government and most of the farmer organizations represented by the Permanent Agricultural Council (CAP) agreed to suspend the blocking of border areas and highways that was planned for January 1st.  The CAP agreed to a 20-day truce.  However, the National Farmers Confederation (CNC) one of the largest organizations of farmers was not present when this agreement was taken.  The Government and the CAP, meanwhile, will get together on January 2 to plan the agenda that will lead to a National Agreement for Agriculture and designated working groups will be ready to begin work on January 6.  Mr. Derbez, Secretary of Economy and Mr. Usabiaga., Secretary of Agriculture, indicated in a press release that everyone has made a commitment to use all the mechanisms, government initiatives and legal procedures to achieve  fair trade with the NAFTA counterparts.  All will work jointly to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of the possibility of requesting a review of the agricultural chapter of NAFTA.  The Secretary of Economy also indicated that it will use all provisions of the Foreign Trade Law to take the necessary measures and investigations as to unfair trade practices.  (Source: Reforma, Excelsior, Universal, Financiero 12/31/02)

Global Agriculture Information Network





USDA Foreign Agricultural Service


GAIN Report

















� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








UNCLASSIFIED
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service


_1069482913.doc
[image: image1.png]






