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Report Highlights: 
Bulgaria has now been allowed to export live cattle, sheep and goats to the EU; after
two years of a ban due to Bluetongue.  Since Bulgaria is not a traditional exporter of
cattle or hogs, only exports of live sheep to the EU are likely in early 2002; within
the limits of EU quotas.  Insignificant exports of live cattle to traditional markets in
the Near and Middle East are forecast for late 2001.
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Bulgaria to Export livestock to EU countries
   
After a review by EU veterinary authorities, Bulgaria is now allowed to export cattle,
sheep and goats to European Union member  states under Decision 2001/600/EC of the
European Commission published on August 3.  Some restrictive measures remain
concerning livestock originating from or passing through several districts in Southern
Bulgaria - Jambol, Haskovo, Kurdjali and Bourgas.  This regionalization of the country
was necessitated by the proximity of the four districts with Greece and Turkey and the
risk for infected animals to cross over from there.  The original EU ban on livestock
exports was imposed in late July 1999 due to a Bluetongue outbreak in Southern
Bulgaria.  

The standing veterinary committee of the European Commission initiated a plan for
lifting the ban back in early June 2001.  The technical procedures supporting the decision
of the Commission was finalized July 17.  The restrictions will be completely removed in
late 2001 at the earliest, after the expiration of the mandatory 2-year quarantine period
which began on the day of the last registration of a Bluetongue case. 

The Bulgarian National Vet Service has already announced its readiness to process export
documents.  Documents should contain details on earmarking of animals in order to trace
their origin.  All livestock should stay under quarantine for 15 days and be accompanied
by a respective livestock health export certificate.  

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, the EU decision is a recognition of the high
standard of veterinary and sanitary controls and is further proof that Bulgaria now has the
capacity to act as external veterinary border of the greater EU region.

Trade

In late July 2001, the Ministry of Economy made a tender to distribute the remaining 20
percent of the Bulgarian export quota of live sheep and goats and meat from sheep/goats
to the EU as a destination. 

The 2001 annual quota is 7,000 MT.  The first tender for distribution of the first 80
percent of it was completed in January 2001 and the second portion of the remaining 20
percent was completed in July 2001.  So far, 63 percent (4,400 MT) of the quota has been
used.  These exports were distributed as follows: 3,244 MT for Greece, 732 MT for Italy,
334 MT for Germany, 73 MT for Austria and 7 MT for Spain.  

Due to the EU’s export ban on live sheep and goats, the export quota for the EU was
converted in meat exports only.  It is not expected that the remaining portion of the 2001
export quota will cover any live animal exports despite the lifting of the export ban. 
According to traders, some livestock exports are likely in early 2002.  
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Realistically, Bulgaria may export a small amount of live cattle to the EU due to higher
demand for cattle originating from countries free of BSE.  Bulgaria is currently in the
Category III according to the EU classification of BSE .  However, Bulgaria is not a
traditional exporter of live cattle to the EU markets.  To date, all such exports were
directed mainly to the countries in the Near and Middle East.  In addition, Bulgaria’s
reduced cattle stocks may limit both use of the Eu quota and other live animals exports in
2002.


