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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

NEW ZEALAND FOOD IMPORT REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS 
 
DISCLAIMER: This report was prepared by the Foreign Agricultural Service of the USDA in Wellington, New Zealand for 
U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products. While every possible care was taken in the preparation of 
this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its 
preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available. It is highly 
recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are 
normally best equipped to research such matters with local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT 
APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY'S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED 
BY BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY. 
 
Please contact this office if you have any comments, corrections or suggestions about the material contained in this 
report: 
Office of the Agricultural Attaché 
Foreign Agricultural Service, U.S. Embassy 
29 Fitzherbert Terrace 
Thorndon, Wellington, New Zealand 
Phone: +64-4-462-6030; Fax: +64-4-462-6016; Email: agwellington@fas.usda.gov  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
New Zealand has strict requirements for imported food and agricultural products.  All U.S. 
exporters interested in exporting plant and plant products, animal and animal products and 
wood and wood products to New Zealand are required to meet Import Health Standards 
(IHSs).  They specify the phytosanitary measures that must be taken prior to export, during 
transit, and during importation and quarantine in order for biosecurity clearance to be given.   
 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) leads and co-ordinates the Government’s 
biosecurity program. MAF develops import health standards, manages biosecurity risks at the 
border, attempts to eradicate or contain certain pests, and provides export certification.  
 
MAF’s biosecurity strategic unit, Biosecurity New Zealand, was created in November 2004, 
administers mainly pre-clearance, post clearance and cross-system integration of products in 
New Zealand.  
  
Biosecurity New Zealand frequently updates importation requirements, therefore, it is not 
possible to provide comprehensive information for every product in this report.  For specific 
and up-to-date information on New Zealand’s import health standard requirements, visit the 
following website:   
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/commercial-imports/import-health-standards/search 
 
The New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA) is the controlling authority for imports 
and exports of food and food-related products.  NZFSA is responsible for testing imported 
foods to ensure foods are safe to enter New Zealand.  Food products such as sauces, spices 
and dried nuts are subject to testing for salmonella, aflatoxin, micro toxins etc.  
 
While New Zealand’s import requirements are fairly strict, New Zealand’s imports from the 
United States of fresh fruits, pet food, processed fruits and vegetables, fruit and vegetable 
juices, tree nuts and red meats have been increasing steadily with many categories reaching 
record levels in 2005. 
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EXAMPLES OF NEW ZEALAND EXPORT CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The requirements listed in the following table are provided as a representative sample.  Apart 
from these specific “attestations”, which refer only to export certification requirements, 
products must meet a range of other criteria specific to each commodity. 
 
Examples of New Zealand Export Certification Requirements 
 
Products Title of Certificate Attestation Required on 

Certificate 
Purpose Requested by 

Nuts- 
Peanuts,  
 
 
Pistachios 
 
 
 

-Aflatoxin certificate 
from an approved 
USDA Laboratory  
 
-Quarantine 
declaration from U.S. 
supplier 

Level of afflatoxin should 
not exceed 0.015 parts per 
million level of aflatoxin.   
 
 

Health 
Certificate 

 
 
Biosecurity 
Requirement 

New Zealand Food 
Safety Authority 
 
 
Biosecurity New 
Zealand.  Please see 
Pistachio Peanuts 
IHS 

Walnuts, 
pecan, 
almonds and 
most other 
dried nuts 

-Quarantine 
certificate (When 
Commercially packed 
by the Company)  

No certifications/inspections 
required if packaged for 
direct retail sales or less 
than 10 kg packs 
 

Biosecurity 
requirement 

New Zealand Food 
Safety Authority.  No 
Import Health 
Certificate 
requirement. 

Dried Fruits Quarantine 
certificate (when 
commercially packed 
by the company) 

No certifications/inspections 
required if packaged for 
direct retail sales or less 
than 10 kg packs 

Biosecurity 
Requirement 

New Zealand Food 
Safety Authority. No 
Import Health 
Certificate 
requirement. 

Dried beans, 
sunflower 
seeds, lentils, 
chickpeas, leg 

Phytosanitary 
Certificate/  
 
 
 
Sampling and or 
Inspection Certificate 
 
Seed Analysis 
Certificate  
 
Quarantine 
Certificate 

U.S. exporter must meet 
certification requirement for 
individual product.  Various 
options from pre-inspection 
certification to post-entry 
treatments are available 
under specific dried nuts 
and seeds category. These 
requirements are available 
at IHS of Grains and Seeds 
 
 

Biosecurity 
Requirement 
 

Biosecurity New 
Zealand. For more 
information, please 
see IHS on Grains 
and Seeds 

 Stone Fruits 
(California 
Nectarines, 
Peaches, 
plums) 
 

Phytosanitary 
Certificate, issued by 
NPPO, USDA 
 

“Shipment has been 
inspected in accordance 
with appropriate official 
procedures and found to be 
free of visually detectable 
quarantine pests”  
 

Biosecurity 
Requirement 

Biosecurity New 
Zealand.  Please see 
IHS of California 
Nectarine-Peach 

Pacific North-
West Cherries 
 

Phytosanitary 
Certificate 

“Shipment has been 
inspected in accordance 
with appropriate official 
procedures and found to be 
free of visually detectable 
quarantine pests”  
-Details of the fruit fly 
treatment included in the 
“Disinfestation and/or 
Disinfection Treatment” 
area of the phytosanitary  
certificate.  
 
 

Biosecurity 
Requirement 

Biosecurity New 
Zealand. 
Please see IHS of  
Pacific North West 
Cherries for more 
information 
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Shelf Stable 
Pet foods with 
bovine meat 

-Animal Health 
Certificate  
-Appendix A of MAF 
certified by USDA 

“The products do not 
contain any specified risk 
material” 
 
 

Biosecurity 
Requirement 

Biosecurity New 
Zealand. Please see 
IHS on Pet Foods 

Frozen Pig By 
products 

-Animal Export 
Certification/ 
Zoosanitary 
certificate 

“African swine fever, foot 
and mouth disease, hog 
cholera (classical swine 
fever), rinderpest and swine 
vesicular disease have not 
occurred in the United 
States of America during 
the previous 12 months” 

Biosecurity 
Requirement 

Biosecurity New 
Zealand.  Please see 
HIS of Frozen Pork 
meat 
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SAMPLE COPIES OF CERTIFICATES   
(Phytosanitary Certificate for Beans) 
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Seed Sampling Certificate for Beans 
 

 
 



GAIN Report - NZ6017 Page 7 of 11  
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Seed Analysis Report 
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Example of Phytosanitary Certificate for Fresh Grapes 
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Phytosanitary Certificate for Citrus 
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Additional Phytosanitary Requirement for CITRUS 
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OTHER REGULATIONS 
 
Apart from IHSs, products being imported into New Zealand must also meet other 
requirements.  Details of these requirements are contained in the Food and Agriculture 
Import Regulations and Standards (FAIRS) report updated each year.  This report can be 
downloaded on the FAS website at http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/AttacheRep/default.asp   


