GAIN Report - JA5010
Page 2 of 2 

[image: image1.wmf] 



[image: image2.wmf] 




Voluntary Report - public distribution

Date: 3/10/2005

GAIN Report Number: JA5010

JA5010

Japan

Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards

Japan Now Requires 100% Testing of U.S. Apple Juice Upon Importation

2005

Approved by:

Rachel Nelson

U.S. Embassy

Prepared by:
Rachel Nelson


Report Highlights:
After a second violation of the maximum residue limit (MRL) for patulin, Japan's MHLW announced it will require testing-by-order of all U.S. apple juice before it is allowed to enter Japan.
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Unscheduled Report

Tokyo [JA1]

[JA]

On March 8, 2005 the Japanese Ministry of Health Labor and Welfare (MHLW) notified the United States that because of a recent violation of the allowed maximum residue level (MRL) for patulin, a naturally occurring mycotoxin, all apple juice exported from the United States will need to be tested by importers at the port before it can enter Japan.  This measure is called “testing-by-order.”
The testing-by-order will be limited to juice that is wholly derived from apples.  Apple juice that is mixed with other ingredients (such as 50% orange and 50% apple juice) will not have to be tested if the importer can submit results of tests performed by the manufacturer that verify patulin residues are below the legal level.

The legal limit for patulin residues in apple juice is .05 ppm.  In June 2004, juice with a level of .056 ppm was detected and resulted in Japan strengthening the inspection ratio of U.S. apple juice to 50%.  The recent violation occurred on March 2, 2005 and involved juice with a MRL of .22 ppm.  Both violations involved companies from Washington State.

MHLW has requested clarification of the cause of the violations and information about what measures will be taken to prevent future violations from occurring.  
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