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Report Highlights:

An African Swine Fever outbreak has been detected in Portugal, with the virus
identified in one animal, and a few othersfound to be serum-postive. The GOP has
implemented a program to control the disease, including the daughter of 600-1,000
head and prohibition on animal movement within a 10-km radius of the affected farm.
A team of EU Commission inspectorsisvisiting Portugal to assessthe situation, and
the Commission will decide what further action isrequired at the EU Standing
Veterinary Committee on 24 November .
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Executive Summary

A Team of EU veterinary ingpectorsis currently in Portugd to assess the outbresk of African Swine
Fever (ASF) identified in aLow Alentgo farm. The assessment will culminate in an EU Commission
proposa to be voted on at the next EU Standing V eterinary Committee meeting on November 23 and
24. One likely outcome will be aban on exports from the effected area.

Portugal was declared ASF-freein 1993. On this occasion, the disease appeared in the Lower
Alentgo, in Aldeia dos Fernandes in the Almodovar council. All the animals on the farm were
immediatdy daughtered, aswel as dl the animasin a3 km radius of the affected farm. In a second
step, the control program included establishing a 10 Km -radius area around affected farm, within
which dl animas are subject to blood testing, and animd trangt prohibited. Additiona areasup to a
total of 24 sq. km will aso be surveyed through arandom blood sampling process.

To date, the nationd veterinary |aboratory has isolated the ASF virusin only one animd from the
Almodbvar farm, and found a couple more serum-positive othersin the origin. Hogs killed to-dete as a
precautionary measure are reported to number between 600 and 1,000 head.

Asfor the origins of this outbresk, a series of possibilities are being consdered. Theseinclude the
possibility that Sck animals were contaminated many years ago, before the disease was eradicated or
that the disease was tranamitted by an insect-vector lodging in old ingalations. Another hypothesisis
that the disease may have been carried in feed fed to the hogs that included bits of pork from Africa
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